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Table 1.5: Swadesh List of 207 Common Terms in Neo-Mandaic No. English IPA Transcription 
17 all [g´ß] geš 
204 and [w\] wĕ- 
44 animal [«wæ˛ßi] waÎši 
168 ashes [«t¿a¨ßo] ÔawšÁ 
201 at [qø®] qÁr 
88 back [«bø…†a®] bÁ×ar 
186 bad [b\«tôø…lø] bĕÔÁlÁ 
58 bark [m´ßk« ßˆdíΩrø] mešk šejrÁ 
206 because [k´] ke 
85 belly [«kæ®sø] karsÁ 
27 big [«ræbbø] rabbÁ 
46 bird [«sôoprø] ÒoprÁ 
94 bite! [n\«≈ot] nĕχot 
176 black [o«ku…mø] okumÁ 
64 blood [d\«mÅ…] dĕmÁ 
98 (it) blows [«r´hhu «́†ø…] rehhu ĕ×Á 
65 bone [«g´®mø] germÁ 
89 breast   
99 breathe   
169 burn! [q\«li…] qĕli 
39 child [«díΩi…h´l] jihel 
160 cloud [«i…vø] iβÁ 
181 cold [m\«si…] mĕsi 
122 come! [«do†i] do×i 
196 correct [d\«ros] dĕros 
139 count! [m\«ni…] mĕni 
114 cut [«p¨sqi] posqi 
178 day [«ju…mø] yumÁ 
109 die! [m´†] me× 
118 dig [h\«fo®] hĕφor 
188 dirty [tôa¨«ßø…nø] ÔawšÁnÁ 
47 dog [«kælbø] kalbÁ 
92 drink! [ßot] šot 
195 dry [j´«bu…ßo] yebušÁ 
192 dull   
158 dust [©√«bø®] #obÁr 
73 ear [«¨nnø] onnÁ 
159 earth [«d´ßtø] deštÁ 
93 eat! [≈ol] ĕχol 
67 egg [«b´ˆjø] beyyÁ 
74 eye [«i…nø] inÁ 
127 fall [n\«fol] nĕφol 
198 far [ba«¿id] ba‘id 
66 fat (n.) [«ßæmnø] šamnÁ 
43 father [«bø…wø] bÁβÁ 
106 fear [d\«holtø] dĕholtÁ 
70 feather [«gappø] gappÁ 
20 few [«p´rzi] perzi 
111 fight! [ß´r \«vod] šer ĕβod 
79 fingernail   
167 fire [«nu…‰ø] nurÁ 
45 fish [f¨«ni…dø] φonidÁ 
26 five [«hamßø] hamšÁ 
143 float [ß\«nø…] šĕnÁ 
144 flow! [n\«foq] nĕφoq 
59 flower [gol] gol 
127 fly! [p\«ho®] pĕhor 
161 fog [¿a«díΩÅdíΩ] ‘ajÁj 
80 foot [k\«‰ø…jø] kĕrÁyÁ 
52 forest [díΩæn«gæl] jangal 
25 four [«a®bø] arbÁ 
145 freeze! [díΩ\«mod] jĕmod 
54 fruit [«mi…w´] miwe 
182 full [«m\li…] mĕli 
128 give! [\«hov] ĕhoβ 
185 good [sôona°¿a] Òon‘a 
60 green [j´«‰ø…qø] yerÁqÁ 
86 guts [«kæ®sø] karsÁ 
71 hair [«mænzø] manzÁ 
83 hand [«i…dø] idÁ 

3 he [«huwi] huwi 
72 head [«rißø] rišÁ 
102 hear! [sôot] Òot 
90 heart [«l´bbø] lebbÁ 
31 heavy [k´«di…‰ø] kedirÁ 
9 here [«´hnø] ehnÁ 
113 hit [m\«hi…] mĕhi 
129 hold! [l\«≈otô] lĕχoÔ 
68 horn [qæ®n] qarn 
15 how [«kæmmø] kammÁ 
112 hunt [sôaˆd] Òayd 
41 husband [«b´llø] bellÁ 
1 I [«æ…nø] anÁ 
165 ice [«tælgø] talgÁ 
205 if [«ægæ®] agar 
202 in [gø¨] gÁw 
110 kill! [g\«tôol] gĕÔol 
82 knee [«bæ®kø] barkÁ 
103 know! [«baßq´®] bašqer 
153 lake [«jæmmø] yammÁ 
100 laugh! [g\«ho≈] gĕhoχ 
56 leaf [lif] lif 
200 left [\«smølø] ĕsmÁlÁ 
81 leg [«lo©\rø] loγrÁ 
123 lie! [g\«ni…] gĕni 
108 live [h\«jø…nø] hĕyÁnÁ 
91 liver [«kabdø] kabdÁ 
28 long [\«‰i≈ø] ĕriχÁ 
48 louse [b√g] bog 
37 man [«gævrø] gaβrÁ 
18 many [«g´nzø] genzÁ 
63 meat [«b´srø] besrÁ 
148 moon [«s´rrø] serrÁ 
42 mother [«´mmø] emmÁ 
171 mountain [«tôu…‰ø] ÔurÁ 
76 mouth [«pommø] pommÁ 
207 name [«´ßmø] ešmÁ 
34 narrow [za«li…lø] zalilÁ 
197 near [naz«dik] nazdik 
87 neck [f\«qotø] φĕqotÁ 
183 new [«ha††ø] ha××Á 
177 night [«liljø] lilyÁ 
75 nose [n\«hi‰ø] nĕhirÁ 
16 not [lu] lu 
184 old (an.) [«rabbø] rabbÁ 
 old (inan.) [hæ«ti´°qø] hatieqÁ 
22 one [«´hdø] ehdÁ 
21 other [h¨«‰i…nø] horinÁ 
38 person [ba®«nøßø] barnÁšÁ 
142 play! [«tôall´l] Ôallel 
134 pull! [t\«li…] tĕli 
135 push! [h¨l \«vod] hol ĕβod 
151 rain [«matôrø] maÔrÁ 
172 red [s\«mø…qø] sĕmÁqÁ 
199 right [j´«minø] yeminÁ 
152 river [«næhrø] nahrÁ 
170 road [«oh\‰ø] ohrÁ 
57 root [«díΩa∂rø] jaÆrÁ 
61 rope [«maßwø] mašwÁ 
187 rotten [s\«‰i…] sĕri 
190 round [gi®d] gird 
131 rub (it)! [«po®≈i] porχi 
155 salt [«m´hlø] mehlÁ 
157 sand [«hø…lø] hÁlÁ 
140 say! [\«mo®] ĕmor 
117 scratch [«ho…≈ø] hoχÁ 
154 sea [«jæmmø] yammÁ 
101 see! [h\«zi…] hĕzi 
55 seed [«bæzrø] bazrÁ 
138 sew! [hotô] hoÔ 

191 sharp [tiz] tiz 
33 short [g\«tôø…nø] gĕÔÁnÁ 
141 sing! [z\«mo®] zĕmor 
124 sit! [j\«hom] yĕhom 
62 skin [«m´ßkø] meškÁ 
162 sky [r§«qi…hø] erqihÁ 
107 sleep! [g\«ni…] gĕni 
32 small [ho«ni…nø] honinÁ 
105 smell! (v.) [«ærr´] arreh 
 smell (n.) [«ri…hø] rihÁ 
166 smoke [«gatôrø] gaÔrÁ 
193 smooth [«na®mø] narmÁ 
49 snake [«h´vjø] hewyÁ 
164 (it) snows [talg n\«ha†] talg nĕha× 
19 some [«p´rzi] perzi 
96 spit [«arraq] arraq 
115 split [«pal©Å] palγÁ 
130 squeeze! [«asôra] aÒra 
116 stab! [m\«hi…] mĕhi 
125 stand! [b\«©osô] bĕγoÒ 
149 star [«ko≈wø] koχβÁ 
53 stick [«©√sônø] #oÒnÁ 
156 stone [g\«læltø] gĕlaltÁ 
189 straight [ros] ros 
95 suck! [ßot] šot 
147 sun [«ßø…m´ß] šÁmeš 
146 swell! [sô\mo®] Òĕmor 
119 swim! [ß\»nø \«vod] šĕnÁ ĕβod 
69 tail [«d´mmø] demmÁ 
8 that [a«≈u] aχu 
10 there [´k«ka≈] ekkaχ 
6 they [«honni] honni 
30 thick [\«li…mø] ĕlimÁ 
35 thin [hæ«fif] hafif 
104 think! [f´kr´«wod] fekĕr ĕβod 
7 this [«ø…hø] ÁhÁ 
2 thou [øt] Át 
24 three [«klø…†ø] klÁ×Á 
136 throw! [«tôa¨˛i] ÔawÎi 
137 tie [«vaˆj´q] wayyeq 
78 tongue [l´«ßø…nø] lešÁnÁ 
77 tooth [«ß´nnø] šennÁ 
51 tree [d\«‰a≈t] dĕraxt 
126 turn! [h\«do®] hĕdor 
23 two [tr´n] tren 
97 vomit! [g\«hi…] gĕhi 
121 walk! [»ohhr§ ´z«gi…] ohhĕr ezgi 
180 warm [hæ«mim] hamim 
132 wash! [«haww´®] hawwer 
150 water [«mi´°nø] mienÁ 
4 we [«ani] ani 
194 wet [m\«sôamma®] mĕÒammar 
12 what [mu] mu 
14 when [«h´mdø] hemdÁ 
13 where [«´ljø] elyÁ 
175 white [h\«wø…‰ø] hĕwÁrÁ 
11 who [mæn] man 
29 wide [«pa†jø] pa×yÁ 
40 wife [«´††ø] e××Á 
163 wind [«r´hwø] rehwÁ 
84 wing [«gæppø] gappÁ 
133 wipe   
203 with [o®k] ork 
36 woman [«´††ø] e××Á 
50 worm [«tuljø] tulyÁ 
179 year [«ß´ttø] šettÁ 
174 yellow [«sofrø] soφrÁ 
5 you [«ætton] atton 
    
    

 
Each verb is presented in its imperative singular form, unless otherwise noted.
 


