I: Speech, June 13, 1999

B-eSmehon ad-Heyyi Rabbi! *Osuta nehwilkon, ensa u gobrana.

*Qabin amer farwahkon ges elli atiton gam kanforans Ser§ Mandeyana. ‘Ana
genz haternan gshezinkon ge§ mork hadada gaw Harvard University atiton am-kol
dokka alma mohattetton gam hayot Mandeyana. *Qabin omer farwah onas ARAM elli
abdon ol-a kanfarans, smarlonnan, “Doton, yshomyon smork yalupana u haddaton sl-a
Sers, lagan, qiyan, u mimra d-Mandeyan.” “Qabin amer genz farwah Profesor Bokli, elli
genz obad abdat gam Mandeyana, u zarzat 2l-3 ana§ ARAM gomsaddert alaw kanforans
gembasqert Mandeyana.

'Qabin amhaddet mendi, am-ri§ yum SerSan, om-Adem, No, w-ebri Sam, eber
ebri Ram, tum a-yuma. *Ani Mandeyana; gaw hemenutan SerSan m-awwal alm howat,
w-Adem, govra qadmayi, bab kol barnesana. °Kodebye gaw kodab moqaddas-dan,
Genza Rabba, Hibel Ziwa, §liha d-kosta d-Mare, sebi el-Adem gaw eSom Heyyi Mare u
Menda d-Heyyi. *“Noh, u ebri Sam, ebar ebri Ram, astebyon gaw naps masbatta elli
eStd qomostaban gdwwa. "Ani Mandeyana awwal barnas howini ke basqarni el-Mare
ehdi ekti, u abd el-kol almana, u kol mendi gawwu.

2Ani lektan Zardosti we-la-Yhuwatiya we-lo-Masihi we-lo-Mani. “Ani SerSan
tabligi lekta, u kol waxt razi mahbi, u men barnesani ke gomqarrellan ehdi m-a Ser$an
ektan, ahni satyon am-lu Mandeyana. “Ani katkamma hoazini batloktd u mehnat, u genz
ohabni gotlokta, u radpa hazini, am-§ababanan, u genz anas andesyon apsaqni ges-dan,
amma ani tammini hayana tum esta, we-qambarrek hewen hoyana tum axir alma, gaw
hil Heyyi Rabbi.

sFarwahkon ges.

C.G. Haberl 26 April 2005
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[2]

[3a]

[3b]

[4a]

[4b]

b=eSm-e-hon ad=Heyyi Rabbi

in=name-CS.PL-3PL} of=PN

In the name of Heyyi Rabbi!

asuta ne-hwi=l-kon ens-a u gobr-an-a
healing 3SG.M-be.IPFV=to-2PL women-AUG  and men-PL-AUG
Greetings, ladies and gentlemen.

q=abi-n omer-o farwah-kon ges
PRS=want.PRS-1SG say.SBJV-18G thanks-2PL all

I want to thank all of you who

elli  ati-ton gam  kanforans Sers Mandey-an-a

REL  come.PST-2PL to conference religion Mandaean-PL-AUG

came to the conference on the religion of the Mandaeans.

ana genz hoter=nan
I very  rejoice. PTC.PASS=1SG

P’m very happy to see you

ges  mork hodada gaw
all with one.another n

all together at Harvard University,

go=hezi-n-kon

PRS=see.PRS-18G,-2PL

Harvard University

PN



[4c]

[4d]

[3a]

[5b]

[5¢]

[5d]

ati-ton am=kol dokk-a
come.PST-2PL from=every place-AUG

having come from every part of the world

mohatt-etton gam hayot
speak.D.PRS-2PL for life

to discuss the survival of the Mandaeans.

q=abi-n omer-o farwah

PRS=want.PRS-15SG, say.SBJV-18G thanks

I want to thank the members of

ARAM elli abd-on ol=a kanforans
PN REL do.PST-3PL REF=this conference

ARAM who held this conference, and who said to us,

dot-on yohom-yon omork
come.IMP-2PL sit.IMP-2PL with

“Come, sit with the scholars,

u haddet-on ol=a Sers
and speak.D.IMP-3PL REF=this religion

and talk about this religion, language,

alm-a

world-AUG

Mandey-an-a

mandaean-PL-AUG

anas

people

amar-l-onn-an

say.PST-REF-3PL-1PL

yalup-an-a

scholar-PL-AUG

laan

language



[3e]

[6a]

[6b]

[6¢]

[6d]

[Ge]

qiyan u mimr-a d=Mandey-an

culture and literature-AUG of=Mandaean-PL

culture, and literature of the Mandaeans.

q=abi-n omer-o genz farwah
PRS=want.PTC-1SG say.SBJV-18G many thanks

I want to give many thanks to Professor Buckley,

Profesar Bokli elli  genz obad abd-at gam
PN REL  much work  do.PST-3SG.F for
who has done so much for the

Mandey-an-a u zarz-at ol=a onas
mandaean-PL-AUG and inform.PST-3SG.F REF=this people
Mandaeans, and informed these members of ARAM that

ARAM go=msadder-t olaw kanfarans
PN PRS=organize.D.PRS-2SG REF conference

you are organizing the conference, and that

go=mbasqer-t Mandey-an-a
PRS=know.PRS-2SG Mandaeans-PL-AUG

you know the Mandaeans.



[7a]

[7b]

[7c]

[7d]

[8a]

[8b]

g=abi-n omhaddet-o
PRS=want.PTC-1SG

I want to say a few things,
om=ri§ yum

from=head day

from the beginning of our religion,

om=Adem N6
from=PN PN
from Adem, N9, and his son Sam,
ebar ebr-1 Ram

son son-3SG.M PN

his grandson Ram, until today.

ani Mandey-an-a

we mandaean-PL-AUG

speak.D.SBJV-18G

w=ebr-1

and=son- 3SG.M

tum

until

gaw

n

As regards us Mandaeans, according to our beliefs,

Ser$-an m=awwal

religion-1PL from=first

alm

world

our religion has existed from the first epoch of time,

mend-1

thing-INDF

Sers-an

religion-1PL

PN

a=yum-a

this=day-AUG

hemenut-an

faith-1PL

haw-at

be.PST-3SG.F



[8c]

[8d]

[9a]

[9b]

[9¢]

[9d]

w=Adem gobr-a

and=PN men-AUG

and Adem, the Primal Man, is the father of

bab kol
father all
all people.

kodeb=ye gaw
write.PTC.PASS=3SG.M in

It is written in our sacred book,

Genza Rabba Hibel Ziwa

PN PN

kodib

book

Slih-a

apostle-AUG

gqadmay-i

first-ES.PL?

barnes-an-a

person-PL-AUG

mogaddas=d-an

sacred=of-1PL

d=kost-a d=Mar-e

of=truth-AUG  of=lord-1SG

the Genza Rabba, that Hibel Ziwa, the apostle of God’s truth,

sebi-o el-=Adem

baptize.PST-3SG.M REF=PN

baptized Adem in the name of

Heyyi Mare u Menda d-Heyyi
PN

Heyyi Mare u Menda d-Heyyi

2
See

gaw eSom

n name



[10a]

[10b]

[10¢]

[11a]

[11b]

[11c]

Noh u ebr-i Sam ebar
PN and son-3SG.M PN son

Noh, his son Sam, and his grandson

Ram asteb-yon gaw naps
PN baptize.G;.PST-3PL in same

Ram were baptized with the same baptism ceremony

elli esta go=mesteb-an
REL now PRS=baptize.G;.PRS-1PL

according to which we are baptized today.

ani  Mandey-an-a awwal barnas
we mandaean-PL-AUG first person

We Mandaeans were the first people

ke basqar-ni el=Mar-e
REL know.PST-1PL REF=lord-1SG

who knew that God is a single being,

ekt-i u abd-o
COP-35G.M and do.PST-3SG.M

and that he created all

ebr-1

son-3SG.M

masbatt-a

baptism-AUG

gaww-a

in-3SG.F

haw-1ini

be.PST-1PL

ehd-1i

one-INDF.SG

el=kol

REF=all



[11d]

[12a]

[12b]

[13a]

[13b]

[13¢]

alm-an-a u kol mend-i gaww-u
world-PL-AUG and every thing-INDF.SG in-3PL.

the worlds, and everything within them.

ani l=ekt-an Zardosti we=lo=Yhuwatay-a
we NEG=COP-1PL Zoroastrian and=NEG=Jewish-AUG

We are not Zoroastrian, nor Jewish,

we=lo=Masihi we=lo=Mani
and=NEG=Christian and=NEG=Manichaean

nor Christian, nor Manichaean.

ani Ser§-an tabligi l=ekt-a
we religion-1PL proselyte NEG=COP-3SG.F

Our religion is non-proselytizing,

u kol waxt raz-i mahbi-o
and every time secret-INDF.SG conceal PRS-3SG.M®

and has always been kept a secret,

u men  barne$-an-i ke go=mgqarr-el=l-an
and from  person.PL-RES REL  PRS=call. D.PRS-3PL=REF-1PL

and as for some people who called us




[13d]

[13e]

[14a]

[14b]

[14c]

[14d]

ehd-1 m=a
one-INDF.SG from=this

one of these religions,

ahni saty-on
they hear.PST-3PL

they heard from non-Mandaeans.

ani  katkamma  hozi-ni

we so.much see.PST-1PL

We have experienced so much misfortune and hardship,

u genz
and many

and we underwent many massacres,

u radp-a

and persecution-AUG

Sers-an

religion-PL

batlokt-a

misfortune-AUG

ohab-ni

give.PST-1PL

hazi-ni

see.PST-1PL

and experienced persecution from our neighbors,

u genz onas

and many people

andes-yon

worry.PST-3PL

ekt-an

COP-1PL

om=lu=Mandey-an-a

from=non=Mandaean-PL.AUG

u mehnat

and hardship

gotlokt-a

massacre-AUG

om=Sobab-an-an

from=neighbor-PL-1PL

apsaq-ni

be.cut.PST-1PL

and many people were concerned that all of us had been exterminated,



[14e]

[141]

[14g]

[15]

ges=d-an amma ani  tammi-ni
all=of-1PL but we become.PST-1PL

but we have survived until now,

we=qo=mbarrek-o hew-en
and=PRS=pray.D.PRS-18G be.SUBJ-1PL

and [ pray that we will remain alive until the final

alm-a gaw hil
world-AUG in power

epoch of time, by the power of Heyyi Rabbi.

farwah-kon ges
thanks-2PL. all

Thank you all.

hoyana

alive

hoyana

alive

tum

until

tum

until

Heyyi Rabbi

asta

now

axir

last

10



